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Nicosia, June 4, 2021  

 
“Bicommunal Cooperation for a Healthy Environment” 

 
European Commission highlighted the bicommunal efforts and EU’s support aiming at the protection of the 
environment during a webinar on “Bicommunal Cooperation for a Healthy Environment'. The online event was 
held on Friday, June 4, 2021 via Zoom. The event was also shared live on EU Infopoint’s Facebook page  
https://www.facebook.com/ABBilgi/videos/152209910285918 
 
In her opening remarks, Virve Vimpari, Head of Section of the European Union Program Support Office, 
expressed the importance of the EU Green Deal and said: "EU has been supporting the Turkish Cypriot 
community in the environmental sector since 2006 with many examples of successful projects, particularly in 
solid waste, water waste, and water supply infrastructure. When it comes to such important matters regarding 
the environmental issues, bi-communal cooperation in the field is of utmost importance to achieve the highest 
possible results." 

Co-chairs of the Technical Committee on Environment Dr. Michael Loizides and Prof. Dr. Salih Gücel shared 
the following statements in their remarks: “Now more than ever, we, the members of the Technical 
Committees, need to invest time and effort for the facilitation of a harmonic cooperation across the divide. 
Using a new, centralized platform, we, the Environmental Technical Committee, call upon all Cypriots who are 
interested, to join forces and contribute actively to our common future. The platform will enable people of 
Cyprus living island wide to submit their project ideas so that they are evaluated and implemented on matters 
that affect our daily lives. We, as the Technical Committee on Environment, we will continue to bring the two 
communities together, build lasting bridges and bring about projects that will contribute to living our lives in 
unity. We, as representatives of the two communities, we are proud and happy to work for a common goal 
and objective."     

 
Background:  
The European Union took a significant and a radical step with regard to the Union's climate change commitments on 11 
December 2019. The European Commission, as a global leader when it comes to climate change, presented the "European 
Green Deal" plan and the path for Europe to become the first climate-neutral continent by 2050 (EC, 2019). "This is 
Europe's 'man on the moon' moment," said the commission's new president, Ursula von der Leyen, adding that the green 
deal will change the discourse on economic growth. The Green Deal envisages a carbon-neutral economic growth model 
based on a circular economy. The model is energy and material efficient and it replaces the old and dirty carbon-driven 
economic growth model. Moreover, von der Leyen emphasizes that "Europe will be a role model for other countries when 
the EU implements the European Green Deal successfully and she hopes for those countries to strive also for a global 
green transformation in their own countries". 
 
For more information: 
https://www.abbilgi.eu/tr/assets/docs/je0320453trc.pdf 
https://www.abbilgi.eu/tr/assets/docs/je0320454trc.pdf 
https://www.abbilgi.eu/tr/assets/docs/je0320455trc.pdf 
https://www.abbilgi.eu/tr/assets/docs/factsheet-kirliligin-ortadan-kaldirilmasi.pdf 
 
Media contact:  EU Infopoint: info@abbilgi.eu, 228 2577 
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